
48

What are the limitations on foundation grants?

	 n The foundation makes grants to nonprofit charitable 
organizations classified as 501(c)(3) public charities by 
the Internal Revenue Service.

	 n The foundation does not support individuals or for-
profit organizations.

	 n The foundation does not support local projects, 
unless they have been consciously designed for 
further replication or have broad regional or 
national implications. The foundation’s geographic 
focus is the United States and China, with special 
emphasis on state and regional initiatives.

	 n The foundation does not make grants intended to 
support candidates for political office, to influence 
legislation, or to support sectarian or religious 
purposes.

	 n The foundation does not fund the research and 
development of technology (e.g., funds to develop 
hybrid automobiles or commercialization of an 
invention).

	 n The foundation does not fund demonstration projects 
(e.g., model solar homes).

	 n The foundation does not fund community energy 
projects.

	 n The foundation does not fund endowments or debt 
reduction, nor does it make general-support grants. 
The foundation does not support annual fund-raising 
campaigns or capital construction. The foundation 
does not support the planning, renovation, main
tenance, retrofit, or purchase of buildings; the 
purchase of equipment; or the acquisition of land, 
even if the intent is to save energy.

How to apply for a grant
Because the foundation’s funding priorities are specialized, 
we recommend that all applicants carefully review these 
guidelines. If you are not sure whether your proj-
ect �ts the guidelines, we encourage you to write 
a brief letter of inquiry describing the project, its 
purpose, and the amount you are requesting. We 
will notify you if a full proposal is warranted.

If your work is in China, please contact the Energy 
Foundation at either of�ce or visit our website for  
our China Sustainable Energy Program guidelines.

If you are confident that your project fits within the 
guidelines, we do not require a letter of inquiry. Please 
send us the application form (last page), one copy of your 
proposal, and the supporting documents listed below.

The proposal
Except for work in China, we have no fixed format for 
proposals. Use the form that best conveys the strengths of 
your project. In general, a complete proposal includes the 
following:

	 n the attached application form as a cover sheet

application:  
General inFormation

	 n a clear statement of the need(s) or problem(s) to be 
addressed

	 n target decisionmaker(s)
	 n strategy
	 n timeline
	 n results you expect from your project
	 n project budget—including a brief explanation of the 

budget, a list of other sources of actual and potential 
funding for the project, and a description of plans to 
secure additional funding

	 n how you will determine whether your project is 
successful

	 n history of organization, including mission and goals

Supporting documents
To consider a proposal for funding, we need the following 
documents:

	 n organization budget
	 n most recent audited financial statements
	 n IRS letter certifying tax-exempt status
	 n current annual report
	 n list of board of directors and officers
	 n résumés of key personnel involved in project

Deadlines
The foundation’s Board of Directors meets three times a 
year (the first week of March, the last week of June, and 
the first week of November). We accept proposals on a 
continuous basis. There are no specific deadlines. However, 
in order to consider a proposal for inclusion in a specific 
docket, we need to receive proposals approximately twelve 
weeks in advance of the next board meeting. Please keep 
in mind that it takes us approximately four weeks to review 
proposals and inquiries and to contact you with a response.

For more information contact:
The Energy Foundation 
Presidio Building 1012, Second Floor 
Torney Avenue 
P.O. Box 29905 
San Francisco, CA 94129-0905

phone: 415-561-6700  
fax: 415-561-6709  
email: energyfund@ef.org 
website: www.ef.org 

In China:

The Energy Foundation–Beijing Office 
CITIC Building, Room 2403 
No. 19, Jianguomenwai Dajie 
Beijing 100004 P.R. China

phone: (86-10) 8526-2422  
fax: (86-10) 6525-3764  
email: china@ef.org 
website: www.efchina.org 
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Please complete and submit this form with your proposal and supporting documents.  
This form is available in .pdf format on our website.

Date of Application:

Organization:

Address:

Organization Telephone:	

Organization Fax:

Organization E-mail Address:

Website:

Date of Incorporation (Month/Year):	

Tax Status:	   501(c)(3)	   Other:	

If you do not have 501(c)(3) status, are you a project of another organization? If so, please name:

Primary Contact:	

Title:

Direct Primary Telephone:	

Direct Primary Fax:

Direct Primary Contact E-mail:

Chief Executive Officer:	

Title:

Total organization budget:	

Total project budget:

Amount requested from the Energy Foundation:

For what duration:

Other sources of funding for the project:

Other proposals pending; with whom:

application form

Sector (please check)

  Power

  Transportation

  Buildings

  Climate

The Energy Foundation–U.S. Office  1012 Torney Avenue, Suite 1, San Francisco, California 94129  United States of America  
PHONE: 415.561.6700   Fax: 415.561.6709   EMAIL: energyfund@ef.org   WEBSITE: www.ef.org
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Briefly describe your project:

Briefly describe the mission and activities of your organization:

Please have your chief executive officer or chief financial officer sign this form.

Signed:	D ate:

Title:

application:  
proposal summary
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Victor Rabinowitch
Former Senior Vice President, MacArthur Foundation  
(Chicago, IL)

William Ruckelshaus
Strategic Director, MadRona Venture Group (Seattle, WA)

Phil Sharp
President, Resources for the Future (Washington, DC)

Susan F. Tierney
Managing Principal, Analysis Group, Inc. (Boston, MA)

Michael Wang
Center for Transportation Research, Argonne National  
Laboratory (Lemont, IL)

Hongjun Zhang
Partner, Holland and Knight LLP (Washington, DC)

energy foundation  
board of directors

Rosina Bierbaum
Dean, School of Natural Resources and Environment,  
University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, MI)

Robert Crane
President, JEHT Foundation (New York, NY)

Larry Goulder
Professor, Department of Economics, Stanford University 
(Stanford, CA)

Denis Hayes
President, Bullitt Foundation (Seattle, WA)

Eric Heitz
President, Energy Foundation (San Francisco, CA)

Alan Lloyd
President, International Council on Clean Transportation 
(San Francisco, CA)

Rose McKinney-James
President, Energy Works Consulting, LLC (Las Vegas, NV)
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energy foundation  
staff

San Francisco Staff

Sue AnderBois
Program Associate

Craig Appel
Director of Partner Relations

Cary Berkley
Program Associate

Jane Bloch
Program Associate

Naree Chan
Program Associate

Todd Foland
Grants Administrator

Rachel Golden
Program Associate

Ananda Hirsch
Program Associate

Eric Heitz
President

Molly Holcomb
Receptionist

Jian Lu
Accounting Manager

Jiang Lin
Vice President/Director,  
The China Sustainable Energy Program

Jason Mark
Program Officer

Katie McCormack
Program Officer

Robert O’Connor
Vice President/Chief Financial Officer

Bentham Paulos
Program Officer

Charlotte Pera
Vice President

Marcus Schneider
Senior Program Officer

Tom Strand
Information Technology Specialist

Patrick Taylor
Grants Assistant

Alexandra Wang
Program Manager

Jacqui Wilson
Assistant to the President

David Wooley
Vice President

China Staff

Chen Lingyan 
Program associate 

Gong Huiming
Program Officer

He Dongquan
Senior Program Officer

He Ping
Senior Program Officer

Hou Yanli
executive assistant

Hu Min
Program Officer

Li Xin
Finance and Office Manager

Wendra Liang
Program Analyst

Lu Hong
senior Program associate

Meng Fei
Program Associate

Sang Jing
Program associate 

Wu Ping
Program Associate

Wang Wanxing
Senior Program Officer

Xiang Mei
Program Associate

Yang Fuqiang
Vice President and Chief Representative

Yuan Jing
Program Associate

Zhang Ruiying
Senior Program Officer

Zhou Jie
program associate
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